
Jamie LeFevre  
Bureau of Reclamation  
Mid-Pacific Region  
2800 Cottage Way, Sacramento, CA 95825 
jlefevre@usbr.gov 

Subject: In-adequate Analysis of Increased Wildfire Risk for Auburn Bike Park Proposal put Millions in 
Property Value at Increased Risk 

As a neighbor with a home within 120 yards of the proposed Auburn Bike Park I want to correct a 

statement made in the EA which is false.  The EA states that adding over a hundred visitors to the 

bike park per day will not increase the risk of wildfire in the area.  By adding more human use to a 

site, you will inherently increase the potential for a wildfire caused by humans.  More than 95% of 

all wildfires are caused by humans, and to state that there is no increase in risk is false and 

misleading.  The bike park site is situated at the rim of the American River Canyon, one of the most 

high risk landscapes in California, per CalFire’s Fire Hazard Severity Zone Map.   

While not commenting in my official capacity you should know that in addition to being a neighbor 

to the proposed site, I am the Deputy Regional Fire Management Officer for the United States Fish 

and Wildlife Service and a Public Information Officer for one of four Federal Type 1 Incident 

Management Teams handling major wildfires on Federal lands in California and across the country.  

As such, my assessment of the situation is far more educated and informed than that of the 

consultant who prepared this report and of any one working at the Bureau of Reclamation who, 

while having land management responsibilities in California, does not have a fire management 

program.  In fact, BOR has consulted with my office on wildfire management issues because they do 

not have the expertise within the agency.  I find it irresponsible for ARD and BOR to have made such 

an inaccurate statement in this NEPA document. 

In addition to the false statement regarding increased fire risk, I would like to point out the benign 

neglect of both the Auburn Recreation District and BOR in maintaining established shaded fuel 

breaks on BOR jurisdiction lands behind our homes.  The shaded fuel break between Vista Del Lago 

and Placer County Water Agency facilities was established approximately 10 years ago largely due 

to work of the landowners on Vista Del Lago.  To date, the only maintenance of the fuels in this area 

is by landowners who do not have the responsibility for this work, but do it because BOR, and now 

ARD under agreement, have failed to maintain it, putting our homes at risk.  At present the grass 

crop in this 300 foot wide fuel break has reached 4 to 5 feet high and shrub communities have 

reestablished across the fuel break rendering it ineffective at holding a wildfire and restricting safe 

access by firefighters.  If ARD by agreement with BOR, or BOR cannot manage these fuels, how will 

the agencies take on the management of the bike park expense and be able to address the increased 

risk of wildfire in this area?  The inability of the two agencies to maintain fuels breaks has put tens 

of millions of dollars of property value and lives at risk to catastrophic wildfire while inviting 

thousands of new visitors each year into a volatile high risk wildfire prone area.   





---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Jennie Harless <jennieharlessphotography@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Jun 30, 2017 at 1:59 PM
Subject: AUBURN BIKE PARK
To: jlefevre@usbr.gov

Hello!
My family and I would LOVE to have a BIKE PARK in Auburn!!!! :-)
My son who is five would be there at least once a week -- and I'm sure he'd want to go more
often! And my daughter, who is 19 months, will be riding a bike in the next few years. And
who knows? Maybe my husband and I will be inspired to ride, too.
Let's make it happen -- for my kids and all the kids (big and little) -- in and around Auburn.
Warmly,
The Harless Family
Brian, Jennie, Noah & Beth
1300 Cresthaven Drive
Colfax, CA 95713
(916) 606-6203

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B1DFB631C0304788B727C66C78D8563E-MARKUS LANG
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From: Jennie Harless [mailto:jennieharlessphotography@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2017 1:57 PM
To: Kahl Muscott <KMuscott@auburnrec.com>
Subject: AUBURN BIKE PARK

Dear Mr. Muscott,
My family and I would LOVE to have a BIKE PARK in Auburn!!!! :-)
My son who is five would be there at least once a week -- and I'm sure he'd want to go more often!
And my daughter, who is 19 months, will be riding a bike in the next few years. And who knows?
Maybe my husband and I will be inspired to ride, too.
Let's make it happen -- for my kids and all the kids (big and little) -- in and around Auburn.
Warmly,
The Harless Family
Brian, Jennie, Noah & Beth
1300 Cresthaven Drive
Colfax, CA 95713
(916) 606-6203

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B1DFB631C0304788B727C66C78D8563E-MARKUS LANG
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-----Original Message-----
From: Brian Harless [mailto:firefighterbri@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2017 2:09 PM
To: Kahl Muscott <KMuscott@auburnrec.com>
Subject: Bike park in Auburn

We NEED a bike park in Auburn. We are recognized nationwide for having a phenomenal natural environment to
enjoy the beauty that is CA and it's hard to believe we don't have a bike park for the kids. Please make this happen!!!

Brian Harless
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From: Eric Hill [mailto:ehill@niello.com] 
Sent: Monday, June 19, 2017 8:11 AM
To: Kahl Muscott <KMuscott@auburnrec.com>
Subject: Auburn Bike Park

Hi Kahl,
 I just wanted to voice my support for the Auburn Bike Park project. My wife and I frequent bike

parks in other cities and think a bike park in Auburn would be a great asset to the community.

Thank you,

Eric Hill
324 Duranta Street
Roseville, CA 95678

This email is confidential and may be legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete the message.
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---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Brian Joder - OUTBOUND Ind. <imoutbound@yahoo.com>
Date: Thu, Jun 29, 2017 at 2:59 PM
Subject: Please support the Auburn Bike Park Project
To: "KMuscott@auburnrec.com" <KMuscott@auburnrec.com>, "jlefevre@usbr.gov"
<jlefevre@usbr.gov>

Dear Kahl Muscott and Jamie LeFevre,

I would like to ask for your support (and I give you my support!) for the planned Auburn Bike Park (Maidu
Bike Park Project). I have personally seen many types of positive  impacts within a community that has
chosen to invest in this type of recreation. It benefits not just  the local users of a wide age range, but
economic benefits will be realized as well. 

This would give kids a place to go after school and also allow other users of any age a great place to be
with friends/family while doing the activities they love :-)

I realize there is the usual resistance to change, but I feel these should be worked around for the
betterment of the community as a whole. I think if you look at the demographics of the "Sacramento
Foothills" area you will se that this type or recreation is in great need and short supply.

Again, please support this project!

Thank you your time and consideration,

Brian Joder
Folsom, CA
916-759-2124
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---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Russell King <Russell.King@king-engineering-inc.com>
Date: Tue, Jun 27, 2017 at 9:57 AM
Subject: Auburn Bike Park
To: "jlefevre@usbr.gov" <jlefevre@usbr.gov>
Cc: "KMuscott@auburnrec.com" <KMuscott@auburnrec.com>

Good morning Mr. LeFevre,

As an Auburn resident of23 years, local business owner, and parent of two children who love
to be outdoors, I encourage you to approve the Auburn Bike Park CEQA/NEPA documents so
this project can move forward to construction.  I have followed this project closely for over
four and a half years now and it is time to move it forward.  I am also a local civil engineer
who is involved in the land development industry and very aware of the environmental review
process and the difficulty of satisfying all stake holders.  In my opinion there are absolutely no
unmitigated environmental impacts associated with this small project.  That said, I know there
are plenty of people who like to grab on to the environmental banner and waive it vigorously
as a means to try and stop projects; I see this every day in my business and it is an abuse of the
CEQA/NEPA process in my opinion. 

Please help us parents get our kids outdoors and off their screens by giving them a place where
they can safely ride their bikes.  The SRA is not only for the equestrians, it is for kids and
families too.  Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Russell King

Russell King, PE

President
KING ENGINEERING, INC.
200 Auburn Folsom Rd., Suite 201, Auburn, CA 95603
P 530.272.8328  |  D 530.615.0480  |  W  www.King-Engineering-Inc.com 
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---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: John Knutson <jknutson.sfur@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Jun 29, 2017 at 10:38 AM
Subject: Auburn Bike Park
To: KMuscott@auburnrec.com, jlefevre@usbr.gov

Hello,

I'm a resident of South Auburn (right off of Maidu) and a big supporter and proponent of the
planned Auburn Bike Park. My young son is just learning to ride a bike and this park would be
a fantastic place for him to ride with others in a safe yet challenging environment. I know of
many other parents who feel the same way that i do and have pledged to volunteer their time
for construction and maintenance to get this project fully developed. My voice might just be
one but i hope that at least i can make the impression that our community is really behind this
project and want to do whatever it takes for its development.

John Knutson
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---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: John Knutson <jknutson.sfur@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Jun 29, 2017 at 10:38 AM
Subject: Auburn Bike Park
To: KMuscott@auburnrec.com, jlefevre@usbr.gov

Hello,

I'm a resident of South Auburn (right off of Maidu) and a big supporter and proponent of the
planned Auburn Bike Park. My young son is just learning to ride a bike and this park would be
a fantastic place for him to ride with others in a safe yet challenging environment. I know of
many other parents who feel the same way that i do and have pledged to volunteer their time
for construction and maintenance to get this project fully developed. My voice might just be
one but i hope that at least i can make the impression that our community is really behind this
project and want to do whatever it takes for its development.

John Knutson
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From: sheri Koder [mailto:sherikoder@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2017 10:56 AM
To: Kahl Muscott <KMuscott@auburnrec.com>
Subject: New Bike Park

Hello, I just came across info on facebook about plans for a new bike park in Auburn.  Having moved
here recently, I am not up to date on community news.  I just wanted to voice my support for this
project.  My husband and 3 sons would likely frequent the park, as they all love biking.  If there is an
email list for updates, meetings or fundraisers related to this park, please add me to it!  I'd love to
stay up to date and support the project.  

Much Thanks,
Sheri Koder
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From: Lisa Kodl [mailto:lisakodl@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 4:22 PM
To: Kahl Muscott <KMuscott@auburnrec.com>; jlefevre@usbr.gov
Subject: Proposed Auburn Bike Park

To whom it may concern:

 I am writing in support of the much needed bike park in Auburn.  The people that use
these parks are not the delinquents that some are claiming, they are families, adults
and children. 
Auburn is a very active town, you can't go through it on a weekend without seeing
bikes and kayaks on the cars parked in old town or down town.   Though the ASRA
does have a few mountain bike trails, they are not designed for smaller kids or for
parents to watch their children if they aren't riding a bike.  As far as the Maidu location
for this park, I believe it is a great use of that land and will be a tremendous addition
to the ARD park system, my neighborhood and to the community. 

Thank you,
Lisa Kodl
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From: John [mailto:jkok7@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, July 2, 2017 2:26 PM
To: Kahl Muscott <KMuscott@auburnrec.com>
Subject: Bike Park

Sir, 

The proposed bike park in South Auburn is a bad idea!  I live on Snowy Owl and have for over 20
years and am strongly against this park. 

Who will manage?  What about traffic?  What about bathrooms?  What about lights?  What about
injury?  What about noise?  What about supervision? What about fire?  What about delinquency? 

This is simply the wrong place to put up a park like this. Can you address my concerns?

Please advise. 
John Kok
10030 Snowy Owl Way. 
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mailto:mlang@dudek.com
mailto:jlefevre@usbr.gov


From: An LaBarre [mailto:anlabarre@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2017 9:50 AM
To: Kahl Muscott <KMuscott@auburnrec.com>
Subject: Re: Proposed Auburn Bike Park information

Hi KAL
You know I hate it. AND I don't think it's a safe place for kids. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 7, 2017, at 9:29 AM, Kahl Muscott <KMuscott@auburnrec.com> wrote:

Hello all –

I wanted to make sure that you all knew that the environment documents regarding
the proposed Auburn Bike Park are available on the front page of our website
http://www.auburnrec.com/

I have also attached the Notice of Intent.

Please share this information with anyone who may be interested. They are also free to
contact me with any questions.

Thank you,

Kahl Muscott, District Administrator
Auburn Area Recreation and Park District
(530) 885-8461 ext. 102

<image003.jpg>

<Bike Park Notice of Intent - signed.pdf>
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407 Maidu Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
June 27, 2017

Emmett Cartier
Outdoor Recreation Planner
Central California Area Office
US Bureau of Reclamation
7794 Folsom Dam Road
Folsom, CA 95630

Dear Mr Cartier

I am writing you regarding the proposed Bike Park on Maidu Drive in Auburn.  I am a neighbor 
to that property.  I have been to meetings and canvassed the neighbors.  I feel that Khal Muscott 
and the ARD Board have ignored our questions and complaints.  One board member even 
commented after a meeting while still on mike that ‘we have built facilities before where the 
neighbors objected’. 

The neighbors DO object.  Therefore I am sending you the petitions from 46 neighbors and a 
map of the area, in the hope that we may be heard:

This is/was a quiet neighborhood.  The Senior Center has already increased traffic.  An 
additional 278 vehicles per day will change this residential neighborhood

No one will take responsibility for the very poorly maintained road that would serve this park

Asbestos dust is not healthy for kids or neighbors

This is a stunningly beautiful area with views of the river.  

A Historic Trail bisects the planned area

There is already conflict between some aggressive bikers and hikers (some senior) and 
equestrians

There is no plan for supervision

This is a very remote area on the edge of the canyon.  I have seen Bear, Mountain Lions, 
Bobcats and packs of Coyote in the DAYLIGHT.  Not a safe place for children

No restroom facilities are planned

Jurisdiction is disputed.  Response time for CHP or Sheriff will be slow.  Also for emergency 
vehicles

Management by volunteers has not proved adequate for the Skate Park and no mitigation has 
been implemented.  This will be an even worse area for supervision.  



Environmental disruption, noise, profanity, drug culture, liability, and many other issues are 
being left to good fortune

Please consider the other BETTER, more centrally located sites for this park.  This is a total 
CHANGE OF USE from the lovely foot trails that currently exist.

Sincerely

An LaBarre DVM, ACE, GCER, 
GCTC, SRA/MAU, BCHA, LBHA, 
MVTA, EETF, Tevis, Neighbor

cc Kahl Muscott
 David Murillo
 Jonathan Friedman
 JLeFevre@USBR.gov
 Lisa Mangat
 OHV
 Placer County Sheriff
 Mike Howard
 Julianne Polance
 John Laird

mailto:JLeFevre@USBR.gov



